THE COVENANT.

~ liuterce d into by the Rulers of Travancore and
Cochin-lor the Formation of the
§ il »d Stzte of Travancore and Cochin.

\We, the Rulers of Travancore and Cochig, do hereby, ¥ith

- the coneurrence and puarantee of the Government of, Indla, eater
 ulo the following Covepants

Article 1. As frem the first day of July 1949, thé States of

~ Asawnpeare and Cochin shall be united in and shall foru, one Saur,
with o common Bxecutive Legislature and Judiciary. by the mnw

LB TTIE DINTTRED STATEOF TRAVANCORE AND COCH
dviela ¢, In the succeeding Articles of this Covenant, the ?3.; 4

i inly, 1649 s refaired to as the appointed day, the S

St Tiavanoore and Cochin are referred to as the Covenaunting-Suis

oo

5 e i nfred bu.tz: of Tiavancors and Cocnm 1s relerred to a tha
Umted Stato, :

Ariicie #.° As from the appointed day, —(a) all rights,_auibo~
rity and jurisdiction, belonging to the Ruler of ecither of the
Tovenanting States which appertain or are incidental to the Goveru-
ment ol that State shall vest in the United Swate; (b) all duties tnd
obligations of the Ruler of either of the Covenanting States pcrtai:inu
crincidental to the Government of that State shall devolve on the
11.'31;i';cd State, and shall be discharged by it; and (c¢) all the « \)r* alind
Habiiities of 2ither Covenanting State shall-be the assets and liabili-
Lies of the Upited State.,

iciicle s (1) There shall be a Raj Pramukh for the Upited

Ny

(o

1

() the preseat Ruler of Travancore shall be the first Raj

Pramuklh and shall be entitled to hoid office during his | life-time
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(A) to sub-section (1) of Section 23 of the Travancore Interim Con-
siitution Act 1123 M. E., shall, for the appointed day, be an obliga-
yiosy of the Uunited State and the said’ amounts shall be payable
tioreltom and the Raj Pramukh shall cause the said amounts to be
poid eyery year to the Travancore Devaswom Board and the Execu-
‘v Uliicer referred to in sub-clause (b) of this Article) rcspec&ivcly.
(b) The administration of Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple, the
Sree Papdaravaga properties and all other properties and funds of
‘he said temple now vested in trust in the Ruler of the Covenanting
State of Travancore and the sum of Rs. One lakh transferred from
year 10 yedr under the provisions of Clause (a) of this Article, and
the sum of five lakhs of rupees contributed from year to year to-
wayds the expenditure ‘n the Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple under
sub-claus © (o) of this article, shall, with efiect from the first day of
: 2: 1349 be conducted, subject to the control and supervision
T vibp mh, T TEnCOIC, DYl Exccutive Officer appointed by
. Pheie shall Le o om mitlee known by the name of the Sree
Sadaepaihaswamy Temple Committee composed of three Hindu
s 13 be nominaied by the Ruler of Travancore 10 advise him

o L
i lls

nabhaswamy Femple or in respect of its propertics shall be instituted
in the name of the said Exccutive Officer.. :
. The administration olLug incorpor

ated and unincor
Lgstitutions

1\

She : ndment) QLQg-
Al re under the managemen! Of the
A.._' = “ I"Qﬁ‘. = & 5 i au t e U.I ',
- i LLensiCrres irom year to year upder claust (a) shall witD
WW %uust 1949, vesi in a Board known DY
the gunu= of the ‘Travancore Sevaswom Board.

Tion ol Tive Takhs of _rupecs shall be_mace by the_Travancore

Q

Hy the d‘iscbar»gt:wot?his—«funct.i_ons- Suits by oragainst the Sreec Padma- .
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(3) In the event of 3 permanent vacancy arising in the office
of the Raj Pramukh by death, resignation or any othsr reason, such
vacancy shall be filled in such manner as the Govcrnor—Gcncr;l of
India may prescribe. ¢ bl :

(4) Notlwithstanding anything contained in this Article, if the
Raj Pramukh is by reason of absence or illoess or for any other
reason unable to perform the duties of his office, those duties shall
until he bas resumed them be performed in such manner as the
Governor-General of India may prescribe. o e

Ariicle 5. To enable the Raj Pramukh to discharge. conveni-

ently and with dignity the duties of his office, he shall be paid s_uc.h
allowances as may be preseribed by the Governor-General off ndia

i
=

Article 6. Subject. to the provisions of this Cove'\am[ﬁlhc
Cxe_cutive authority of *he United Stal. hali be exercised by the
lcaj Pramukh either directly or through officers sutordinate to him;
but nothing in this article shall prevent any competent Legislature
of the Uniled State from conferring functions upon subordinate
authorities or be deemed to transfer to the Raj Pramukh any func-
tions conferred by any existing law oi any tourt, Judge or oflicer or

any local or other authority in either of the Covenanting States. *

Article 7. (1) There shall bea Council of Ministers to aid
and advise the Raj Prawukh in the exercise of his functions save as
provided in Articles 12 and 13. '

(2) The Ministers shall be choscn by and shall hold office
during the pleasure of the Raj Pramukh.

Article 8: (a) The obligatiorf of the Covenanting State of
Travancore to contribute from its general revenues a sum of Rs. SQ
lakhs every year to the Devaswom Fund as provided forin the
Devaswom (Amendment) Proclamation, 1123 M. E., and 2 sum.of
Rs. one lakh every year to Srec Pandaravaga referred to in Proviso
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ction (1) of Section 23 of the Travancore Interim Con-
slitution Act 1123 M. E., shall, for the appointed day, be an obliga-
wane e the  Dirtied Ot and the said amounts shall be payable
thorefrom and the Raj Pramukh shall cause the said amounts to be
paid gyery year to the Travancore Dcvaswom Board and the Execu-
‘v Ulhcer referred to in sub-clause (b) of this Article) rcspectivcly.
(b) The administration of Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple, the
Sree Papdaravaga properties and all other properties and funds of
the said temple now vested in trust in the Ruler of the Covenanting
State of Travancore and the sum of Rs. One laklh transferred from
year 10 yedr under the provisions of Clause (a) of this Article, and
the Sum.of five Takhs of rupees contributed from year to year to-
watds the expenditure in the Sree Padmanabhaswamy temple under
this article, shall, with effect from the first day of
150 he conducted, subject to the control and supervision
e cien  Ganebe il s 4 CHVIATORE, by an Exccutive Officer appoinlcd by
.1 heie shull be g Com mitlee known by the name of the Sree
Sadarapabliaswamy Lemple Committee composed of three Hindu

(3%

S iembars 1o be nominated by the Ruler of Travancore to advise him

“ud

(A) to sub-s¢

sub-claus e (81 of

nabhaswamy Femple or in respect of its properties shall be instituted
in the name of the said Exccutive Officer.. '

i) jpcorporated and unincorpe -
rated  DevasWos ANl Ot e tuLLO0s__00d]

Lndow
onstituted Unds

j’:C‘n ul—t:[ r:‘”. ; ,‘ : : Q. - ‘3 . AN m
o, I dayv of %ugust 1949, ves{ in a Board kuown by
L:t ue of the lravancore

tion ol live Takheo rupecs _shall be made by the Travancore

ty he discharge-of his-functions- Suits by oragainst the Sre¢ Padma .
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Devaswom Board from the aforesajd sum of Rs. 50 lakhs towards
the expenditure in (e Sree Padmanabhaswamy Temple.,

(d) The administration of the incorporated and unincorpo-
fated Devaswoms and Hindu Religious Institutions, which are und'er
the management of the Ruler of the Covenanting State of Cochin

M. E. or under the provisions of the Cochin Hiady Religious Tpsti-
Jtions Act, [ or 1081 M. . and all ‘their propertics and funds and -
of the estates under the Management of the Dévaswon Dcparrmcup
of the Covcnzmting Slate of Cochin, shall with cffect from the fiest
day of August 1949 vest ina Board known by the name of ' the
Cochin Devaswory, Board: 3

Provided thyay the regulation and con(jol of all rituals ang

ceremonies in the-p entplesr ‘Sj5¢§z;1{p‘or1111thraycesa at Trippunithurg

-~ ahu In the I’ﬂzayanhor‘é"'Bvﬁ?igiivﬁt'hy Templn at Pazayannore sha)

contigue 1o phe exercised as hitherto by the Ruler of Cochin,

(e) The Board referred to in sub clause (¢) of this Article
shall copsist of Three Hindy Members, ope of whom shall be
hominated by thie Ruler of thie Covenanling State of Travancore,
one by the Hindus among the.Counci] of Ministers, and one elected
by the Hindy Members of the  Legislative *Asserably of the Unjted
Stale, St

(/) The Boarq relerred (o jn sub-clavsc (d) of this article
shall consijst of Three Hindy Members, one of whom shall be nomi-
nated by the Ruler or the Covenanting State of Cocliin, one by
the Hindus among the Council' of Ministers, and one elected by
the Hindu Memberg of-the Legislative Assembly of the United State,

(8) Each of the. aforesaid- Boards shall be a separate body
corporate having Perpetual succession and a commop scal with
{)owcrs to hold and acquire properiies and shall by its name sue ang
>¢ sued. :
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o4y Subiject to the provisions of thic Article, the u(‘m(:!i'.ution,
poneers andd duties of the Roarde ataresaid shall be such as may be
determined hereaflter by law enacted by compelent authority.
Cdeficle 9, The Raj Pramukh shall, svithin a fortnight of the
appointed day, axeeuts on behalf of the United State au Instrument
Al Arecssion in aceardance with the provisions of Section 6ol the
e vt wi e Act 1935 -~ andvie: aloas ol the Instruments
of Accession  of the Caovenanting States: and he shall, by such
b lrment aecept a8 mattais with respect ta which the Deminion
| épiclatore juay amake Iaws tor the Doited  State all the wallers
mentioned jin Liet | aned List HT of the Seventh Schedule to the said
Act, except (he entries in List-] relating to any tax o1 duty;
Drovided that nothing in this Artcle shall be deemed to pre-
veend the Raj Pramukh fram accepting by a Supplementary Tostou .
ment any or all of the entries in the said List ] relating to any tax
S duty as matters with pespect to which the Dominion Jegisiature
aay make laws for the United State; and in - doingso the Raj
Peanukh may specily the lmitations, if any,.subject to which the
nosvae ol the Damigion Legislature to make Lows lor the nited
State in respect of such malters, and the exercise of the Executive

“ithority of the Dominion in the United State are respectively to be

subject. g . eand s gl SRS
Article rir, (1) There shall hea Degislature for the nited
Stade consisting of the Raj Pramukh.and the Legislative Assem-
bly, ! { = - ; E :
(21 All persong, who immediately Lelore the appointed
T AT G T o the i((".]}l’GSGH(}HLi\. 17 l,f-in({_\’ ol Travancore oy
o Laepinlative Asgembly of Coehin, shnll, on that day berome
membars of Lhe Legislative Asserably of the United State.
(3)  1f immediately before the appointed cday any ‘vacancy
exisls in the membership of the Representative Body of Travan-
core or the Legislative Assembly of Cochin, it shall be deemed to
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be a vacancy in the membership of the Legislative Assembly of

“the United State, and any such vacancy and any vacancy that

may occur after the appointed day shall be filled in the same
manner as it would have been filled if this Covenant had not
been entered into

(4)  The Legislature of the United Stah_ shall, subJect to the
provisions of this Cov enant, have full power to make laws for
the United State, including provisions-as to the Constitution of
the United State, within the frame work of this Covenant and
the Constitution of India,

Artict: 11, Until a Constitution framed or adopted by the
Legislature comes into operation, the Raj Pramukh shall have
power to make and promulgate Ordinances {or the peace and
good Government of the United State or any part thereof, and
any Ordinance so made shall for the space of not more than six
months fiam its promulgation, have the like force of law as an
Act of the Legislature, but any such Ordinance may be contrulled
or supersaded by any such Act.

Article 12, If at any time, before a Constitution framed or
adopted hy the Legislature comes into operation, the Raj
Pramukh is satisfied that a situation has arisen, in which the

Government of the United State cannot be carried onin accor-.

dance with the provisions of this Covenant, he may, with the
prior concurrence of the Government of India, by Pmﬂlamatlon—

(a) declare that his functions shall to such extent as may
be specificd in the Proclamation, be exercised by him in his dis-
cretion ;

(0) Assume to himself all or any of the powezs vested in or
excreisable by any authqrity or body within the United State ;

And any such Proclamation may contain such neldenta]
and consequential provisions-as may appear to him necesgsary or

N
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desirable for giving elfect to the objects of the Proclamation, in.
cluding provisions for suspending, in whole or part, the operation
ol any provisions of this Covenant, or of any other constitutional
provizions relating to aay authority or body in the United State:

Provided that nothing in this Article shall authorise the

_Raj Pramukh to assume to himself any of the powers vested i

or exercisable by a High Court, or to suspend, elther In wlhole or
in part the operation of any law relating to a High Court.

dri1ele 19, Until a Constitution framed or adopted by the
Legislature comes into operation, the Raj Pramukh and the
Council of Ministers shall,in the exercise of their functions
cormply with such divections, if any, as may from time to time be
givea by the Government of India. :

Article 14 (1) The Ruler of each Covenanting State shall
be cutivled Lo receive annually from the revenue of the United
State for his privy purse the amounts specified against that
Covenanting-State in the Schedule s o o

Provided that the sums specified in the Schedule in, res-
pect of the Ruler of Travancore shall be payable only to the
present Ruler and not to his successors, for whom provisions -
will be madeé subsequently by the Government ot India.

2. The said amount is intended to cover all the expenses
of the Uuler including expenses on residences and ceremonies
and shall neither be increased nor reduced for any reason what-
SoEver. .
(3 The United State shall pay the said amount to the Ruler
in four equai instalments at the beginning of each quarter in
advance,

(4) The said amount shall be free of all taxes whether im-
posed by the Government of the United State ov by the Govern-
ment of India, ¢ ;
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Articls 15. (1) The Ruler of each Covenanting State shall

be entitled tq the full OWnership, use and enjoyment of all Private
Properties ias distinet from State Properties) belonging ‘to him
immediately before the appointed day, - - Y aer

(2) He shal] furnish to the Government of India in the
Ministry of States before the first day-of Septemper 1949, an in-
ventory of ,]] immovable Property, securities ang cash balances
held by him ag such privgte property. 3 : Ty

(3) Ii any dispute arises as to whether any itemof Property

IS the Private property of the Ruler cr State Property, it shal] be
referred to sycej Derson as thé Government of India may nominate
in consultation with the Ruler of Travancore op Cochin ds the
€ase may te, apng the decision of that person sha]] be fina] and
binding ‘on alkparties Concerned, -

SBFl 18, The Ruler of -each C'-ovenantin,qr State, ag also
the membeys of his family, shall (i entitled to aj| the Personal
Privileges, dignities an titles enjuyed by them, whether within
Ol oulside the berritories of (he State, suimediately before. the
I5th day of August, 1947, - : :

driicts 17, (1) The succession, a’ccording Lo law ang clstom,
to the g4/ of each Covenanting State and to the PeIsonal rights,
pl‘h'i!eges, dignities and titles of the Ruler thereof, is hereby
Euarantee]. g . : TERE

(21 Every question of disputed succession in regapd (o a
Coven;mting State sha]] pe decided by the “Raj Pramukh afrop
referring ¢ to the High Court of the United State and ip
e,

accordance i), the opinion given by that High Cour
Artide 19 No enquiry shall pe made nor any actjop taken
by or Under t)e authority of the United State or the Govezzument

of India, zpg 10 proceedingg shall lie ip any court, againgt the

Ruley of any Covenanting State,~w,‘-1ethor in his Persong] Ca.pacity

OF olherwise i), respect of anything done or omitted to be done

¥ bim or under hjs authority during the period of hjg adminij-
stration of glyag Covenantiug State, '

Ariccis 1o, The Uniteq Stale hereby Euarantees e/,

the Cortinuance jp Service of the Permanent members of the
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ablie services of either Covenanting State on conditions which
will not be lass advantageous than thoseon which they are
gerving - mmediately pefore the appointed day or the .payment
of rensonable compensation OF retirement on proportionate
pensiotl.

2y The United State further guarantees the continuance
of pensions and leave galaries sanctioned by competent authori-
ties in either Covenanting State to members of the public
gervices (civil and military) of the State, who have retired, or
proceeded on leave preparatory to retirement, and the compas=
cionate allowances pranted to dependents.of deceased members

of those services pefore the appointed day.

Article 20. Bxeept with the previous ganction of the Raj
Pramukh, no proceedings, civil ot eriminal, shall be instituted
ygainst any person in respect of any act done or purporting to be
done in the axecution of his dutyas a servant of either Covenant:

ing State before the appomted dav.

Artiole 21, Notwithstandinu anything contained in the pre-
coeding provisions of this Covenant, the Rulers of Travancore and
(loehin shall continue to have and exercige their present powers
0t suApension, remission or comumutation of deatit genteuces in
yespect of any person who may have peen oOr is hereatter
sentenced to death for capital offences committed within the
torritories of 'Travancore or Cochin as the case may be.

Ayticle 02, Nothing ‘5 thiz Covenant shall be construed as .
prevenbing the Gavernwent of the United State from taking
Lyer the acdministration of Lhe whole orany patt of any area
inciuded within a province of Ludia on such terms and conditions

as may be agreed upon by the Government of the United State
and the Government of India. :
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SCHEDULE.

COVENANTING STATES AND PRIVY PURSE AMOUNTS

TRAVANCORE g 38 Eiilhis,
COCHIN . Rs. 2,35,000.

In confirmation of the above Covenant, we append our
signatures, on behalf of ourselves, our heirs and successors.

Trivandrum, Rama Varma

- 27th May 1949. Maharaja of Travancore. -
Thrippunithura, ‘ " Rama Varma ‘

29th May 1949, .  Maharaja of Cochin. .

The Government of India, hereby -concur in the above Covenant and
kuarantee all its  provisions. [y confirmativie ! ~eofy Mr Vapal Pangunni -
Menon; Adviser to the Government of India in the Ministry of States, appends his
Signature on belal S aand with the authority of the Governnient of India,

‘ V. P, Menon '
Adviser to the Government of India,
Ministry of States.

.

TRAVANCORE DEVAS oM BOARP

. ik
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